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adduce examples of excellence in particular veins:
and if, going out of the region of dogma, vre pass into
that of general culture, there is no end to the graces
and amenities, wit, sensibility, and erudition, of the
learned class. But the artificial succour which marks
all English performance, appears in letters also : much
of their aesthetic production is antiquarian and manu-
factured, and literary reputations have been achieved
by forcible men, whose relation to literature was
purely accidental, but who were driven by tastes and
modes they found in vogue into their several careers.
So, at this moment, every ambitious young man
studies geology : so members of Parliament are made,
and churchmen.

The bias of Englishmen to practical skill has re-
acted on the national mind. They are incapable of
an inutility, and respect the five mechanic powers
even in their song. The voice of their modern muse
has a slight hint of the steam-whistle, and the poem
is created as an ornament and finish of their monarchy,
and by no means as the bird of a new morning which
forgets the past world in the full enjoyment of that
which is forming. They are with difficulty ideal;
they are the most conditioned men, as if, having the
best conditions, they could not bring themselves to
forfeit them. Every one of them is a thousand years
old, and lives by his memory; and when you say this
they accept it as praise.

Nothing comes to the book-shops but politics,
travels, statistics, tabulation, and engineering, and
even what is called philosophy and letters is median-